University Grants Commission (UGC) listed more than 38,000 journals based on three databases, Web of Science, Scopus and Indian Citation Index for selection/promotion of teachers and other academic staff in the universities and colleges, in India. The first covers 15 journals in the area of Library and Information Science which are published from India. This study provides comprehensive information of those journals with the objectives of critically studying on the aspects such as: reviewed/refereed/coverage in abstracting and indexing in databases, journal ranking and updateness of the journal. The list of LIS Journals presently available on the UGC website is reviews.
IntROdUCtIOn
There is a phenomenal growth of library and information science journals during last one decade. The study by Dutta and Sen describes that during last 100 years in all 186 periodicals have been published from India out of which 60 periodicals started during 1 , which indicates that about one-third of total periodicals started only during this period of five years. The possible reason could be linking publications with the career progression of library and information professionals working in higher education system in the country. While looking at the background the University Grants Commission (UGC) Regulations of 1998 2 prescribed a fix number of publications and thereafter introduction of academic performance indicator (API) for selection and promotion of teachers and librarians in the 'UGC regulations on minimum qualifications for appointments of teachers and other academic staff in universities and colleges and measures for the maintenance of standards in higher education 2010' linked publications with the recruitment and career progression.
The Regulations 2010 prescribes various activities for counting of APIs, namely: Teaching, learning and evaluation related activities; Co-curricular, extension and professional development related activities; and research and academic contribution. In the category 'Research and Academic Contributions' various areas are included, namely: Research papers published in refereed journal; Research publications (books, chapters in books, other than refereed journal articles); Research projects; Research guidance; and Training courses and conferences/seminars/workshop papers. The UGC notification No.F.1-2/2016 (PS) Amendments, dated 10 January 2017 3 comprising of a list of 38652 journals across the subjects, mentions that the list is dynamic and may be reviewed from time to time. Through the amendment the UGC decided to compile the list in view of complaints that academics were publishing in sub-standard, and sometimes paid for publications 4 . These journals are from all branches of knowledge and covers large number of journals published from foreign countries. There was no source giving consolidated information of the Indian library and information science journals covered in the UGC list 5 . In this study, authors tried to review the Indian LIS journals which are covered in the list and various aspects of the regulations for the journal articles published by teachers, namely ISSN, reviewed/refereed/abstracted and indexed in databases, journal ranking and updateness of journals.
JOURnAL fOR GRAdInG ACAdemIC POIntS
The UGC Regulations 2010 6 , and thereafter four amendments in the Regulations have been brought out to make the APIs effectively operational. The weightage of API for journal publications in the UGC Regulations 2010 and amendment Regulations of 2016 7 is summarised in the Table 1 . Table 1 makes it clear that there are changes in the weightage in API in 2010 and the fourth Amendment of 2016 in regard to maximum points for refereed journals (from 15 points to 25 points); papers with impact factor between 1 and 2 and between 5 and 10; and non-refereed journals.
CRItICISm Of the UGC LISt Of
JOURnALS UGC has taken a bold step to bring research publications of the Indian teachers and research community in the legitimate and high standard journals but the proposed list received criticism from higher education community in the social media and press and media on many grounds including:
It excludes many reputed Indian journals and also journals -in Hindi and regional languages. It arranges alphabetically irrespective of subject and -discipline which makes it user-unfriendly. It denotes journals of one subject in other subjects/faculties -which creates confusion and does not help teachers in developing a list of journals for any particular subject.
It covers multiple occurrences of many titles.
-
It covers large number of titles which have been 'Inactive' -titles from the Scopus source list. In communication of 30 January 2017 8 from the UGC, requested all the universities to submit the list of journals for the inclusion in the UGC list.
ObJeCtIveS And methOdOLOGy Of the StUdy
To provide information about the library and information -science journals published from India covered in the UGC list; and To discuss aspects such as ISSN, reviewed/refereed, -coverage in abstracting and indexing databases, journal ranking and updateness for the journals covered in the list.
It is essential to know the details of the Library and Information Science journals published from India which are covered in the UGC list. A comprehensive analysis of these journals would help the potential contributors for making appropriate decisions for publications in the Indian LIS journals to facilitate their selection and career progression in universities and colleges by attaining APIs as per the UGC Regulations. Also briefly reviews the list of the LIS Journals available on the UGC website as on 20 October 2017. Table 2 gives country-wise distribution of the journals covered in the UGC list 9 . Although, the guidelines for requesting an ISSN through the National centre of ISSN, India prescribes that editorial boards with complete addresses of the editorial board members including email address of the members and full contact address of publisher with publisher name should be displayed on the journal website. The journal should have a valid URL address and should cover a precise subject or address a specific target audience. Further the guidelines state that the journal should have a proper editorial page with affiliation of editor (s) 18 . Reputations of the organisations which run the journals also contribute to the prestige of the journal. When looked at the sponsoring body, 2 journals are govt. publication, 4 journals are association's publication, 7 journals are private publication (NGO, foundation etc.), 1 journal is university publication and 1 journal is individual publication. (f). Online Access to the Journals: In recent, journals are fully/partly migrating to the online mode/platforms for easier access to the journal content. 9 of the 15 journals are available online. The complete picture of the journals in regard to online availability is presented in the Table 4 it is witnessed that there are different ranking of journals being the criteria of evaluation is different in each evaluating tool and those are incomparable. However, impact factor is considered as an important criteria for getting of extra points for the paper authored by the teacher. (i). Updateness of the Journals: While going for calculating impact factor of the journal on the basis of ICI, it was intended to calculate impact factor for 2016 but all the issues of many journals were not available. More so, calculating impact factor of journals covered in the ICI database for 2015, the following limitations were observed:
The While checking with the availability of the last issue of the journal, it was found that some of the journals were lagging behind the time schedule of more than a year.
UPdAtInG the JOURnALS' LISt
Apart from Journals covered in the three indexing sources, namely Scopus, Web of Science, and Indian Citation Index; Journals recommended by the members of UGC standing committee and language committee(s); and Journals recommended by the universities (after de-duplication). Total number of journals covered in the UGC-approved list of journals is around 32,000. Besides, 13,130 journals are ceased publications that are stored separately.
Current statistics of UGC approved journals 25 : Total UGC approved journals in all subjects : 32745. - The number also increases manifold from 15 journals to 93 (more than 6 times) from the first list of journals published by the UGC.
Journal titles recommended for inclusion either by the Committee(s) or by the Universities were subjected to the checklist developed by the Standing Committee on Notification on Journals on the criteria 26 as shown in Table 5 . Journal titles that scored 6 or more score in Science, Social Sciences and Multidisciplinary category and 5 or more score in Humanities on the checklist criteria were included in the UGC-approved List of Journals.
Journal titles recommended by the universities that did not have ISSN number have not been included in UGC-approved list of journals. Recommendations of various universities for titles that were invalid or did not qualify the checklist have also not been included in this list.
COnCLUSIOnS
Whether, the UGC list of journals would yield qualitative improvement in the scientific literature or assist the authors in gaining personal benefits is still unknown. The greatest limiting factor in advancing professional/technical communication at the initial stage was restricting the publication to select three citation databases to the list of journals by the UGC for career progression of teachers in the universities and colleges. The present study proves that there are variations in the practices followed by Indian LIS journals in regard reviewed/refereed/ coverage in abstracting and indexing in databases, journal ranking and updateness of journals. There is a need for studying all the 93 journals based on such aspects to apprehend the library and information professionals to decide on choosing the right journal for publishing their researches. 
